




The Honorable Diane Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I am writing to you over my concern about the proposed rule
PR Docket 92-235.

I understand that this rule would make frequencies available in between
those currently in use by radio control modelers. Worse yet, these new
transmitters would be much more powerful than those used in radio
control, .and. they would also be allowed for mobile use; frequency
conflicts certainly would result.

I am an active modeler, and operate radio controlled aircraft on a regular
basis. These aircraft can weigh up to 12 pounds, and fly in excess of 100
miles per hour. I own approximately 15 pieces of radio equipment that
would be rendered useless should this rule be enacted.

I am very concerned about the possibility of 92-235 being enacted, and
these aircraft becoming unguided missiles at random!

I am asking you to seriously consider the implications this rule change
could cause, and to act responsibly to stop this change before someone
who may not be aware of the dangers is injured or killed.

Thank you for considering this· matter,

Keith C. Love
311 San Miguel Court, #4
Milpitas, CA 95036
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Senator Diane Feinstein,
331 Hart Senate Office Bldg.,
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I, like thousands of others are deeply involved in both building,
and flying model aircraft. I belong to the local Radio Control
Club and have several thousand dollars invested in radios, models,
<:'\nd (·?qu i pment .

I am very concerned about changes to the present rules which are
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules,
will greatly reduce the usability of radio frequencies currently
assigned for model use and will increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

The radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However the radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

The FCC now wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cau~e interference to radio control operations.
The 50 frequencies which are presently available for radio control
operations only 19 will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of radio frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased.

I do not think it wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
mod E' 1 E'r- ::;. Th E' FCC: may riot t hi n k W€:~ c.o\ rea':;; imp or t o:\n t: E\ <;::, hu s' i 1"; £.~S:,S Ll '::ier "",
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of pleasure and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aVlation industry. Companies who manufacture radios and models would
ultlmately be affected by this situation.

Please help to continue the safe environment by assisting to defeat
the FCC proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

February 4, 1993

~ ':-'.~!'" -
Dear Senator Feinstein: IJ.}J l/Jj i~' !' I J

1.11 9: 25
I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to the radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet or more and weigh as much as 40
pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build, but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
aircraft. We need the use of our full complement or radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios,
but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousand of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals
for the 72 - 76 MHz band.

~ GARY A. JONES
• 1307 S. JOHNSON RD.
~ .' TURLOCK, CA. 95380-6128
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7 FEBllUARY 1993

THE HONORABLE DIANE FEINSTEIN

UNITED STATES SENATE

IIASHINGTON J). C.

JEAR SENATOR FEINSTEIN,

I AM GREATLY CONCERNED A1\OUT PROPOSED lWLES CURRENTLY J:JEING

CONSIDEHED BY THE FEDEML COl1HUNICATIONS CO~·jjvlISSION. IT IS

N}'RH-PR DOCKET 92-235. SHOULD IT BE ADOPTED IT \JILL GREATLY

REDUCE m' ABILITY TO USE RADIO CONTROL ([{/C) FREQUENCIES SO

VIGOROUSLY FOUGHT FOn AND ASSIGNED BY THE FCC FOR HODEL USE.

THIS REDUCTION HILL GREt\TLY INCREASE THE RISK OF J\CCIDENTS ANi)

ATTENDANT LIABILITY F01{ CONTROLLING N(WEL AIRCRAFT.

OUR HADIO CONTlWL FREQUENCIES ARE IN THE 72-76 MEGAHERTZ (dHz)

BAND. THIS BAND IS })RINARILY USED FOR PRIVATE LAND >IObILE DIS­

PATCH OPERATIONS. OUR R/C FREQUENCIES ARE SEPARATED fAl{ E~WUGH

APART FROM THESE LAND H013ILE FRE(lUENCIES THAT \vE HAVE BEEN
I

ABLE TO SHARE THE BAND SAFELY IH11lOUT INTERFEHENCE FROi-l EACH

OTHER.

THE FCC HANTS TO CEEATE I-fORE LAND NOBILE FREQUENCIES rlY SPLI­

TTING THESE INTO NARROHEl{ J3AND1HlJIHS AND REAiU~\NGIl\G THE 1:lAN0

PLAN. I PERSONALLY FEEL THEY SHOm,D LOOK TO I\NOTHEH BAND. THE

J\ BOVE RESULT \HLL BE: I,WVING CLOSEE TO OUR ASSIGNED FREQUENCIES

HILL CJ\USE UNSAFE INTERFERENCE TO R/C OPE.HATIONS. I AN TOLD

THAT OF THE 50 FRE(lUENCIES THAT PRESENTLY/'ASSIGNED FOR l'100EL

AIRCRAFT USE ONLY 19 HOULD BE LEFT FOR FLIGHT US}~ IF Na~

l\UI.ES ARE Hll)LENENTED.



NPRi+-PH DOCKET 92-235

CONTINUED:

\JHEN lyE FLY OUR R/C AIRCRAFl', GREAT LENGTHS i\RE TAKEN TO ASSURE

THE SAFETY OF OPERATORS, SPECTATORS, AND SURHOUNDING AREAS.

OUR SAFETY PRECAUTIONS INVOLVE THE CAHEFUL COOHDINATION AND

USE OF THESE R/ C FRE(2UENCIES. I F THE NillWEH OF FKEQUENCIES

DIMINISH THEN THE RE~lAINING FRE{iUENCIES BECONE CONGESTED AND

OUR SAFETY NARGINS INCREASE. MANY OF OUR AIRCRAFT HAVE \HNG­

SPANS OF TEN FEET OR HORE AND SOME CAN EX.CEED THIRTY POUNDS.

THEY ARE EXSPENSIVE TO CONSTRUCT, RADIO EQUIP AND FLY, .oUT

HaRE TO THE POINT THEY CAN CAUSE PROPERTY DANAGE i\ND/OH SERIOUS

INJURY DUE TO LOSS OF CONTROL IF A LAND dO.oILE OPERATOR
, _.---

IS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY AND SEND A STRONGER SIGNAL. TillS SIGNAL

CAN SIJAMP AND OVER RIDE THE RiC SIGNAL CAUSING THE ABOVE

SITUATION TO OCCUR. I AND NY FELLO'h' FLYERS ENTER AND FLY AT

LOCAL, REGIONAL J\KD NATIONAL CONTESTS I-lITH UPlvAl:WS OF llUNlJREDS

OF CONPETITORS, THEREFORE hiE NEE;) TliE USE OF UUR FULL COl'1PLEHENT

OF LEGALLY ASSIGNED FRElJUENCIES TO ASSURE A SAFE FLYING EN-

VI HONNENT •

PERSONALLY I DON'T THINK THIS IS J\ HISE l'lOVE ON TW::: PAIn OF

THE FCC TO TRY J\ND INPHOVE THE OPERATING CON,HTIONS OF !·jOBILE

LAND OPEHATORS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE H/e HUJELER. IT di\Y NOT DE

THOUGHT THAT I M·I AS Il1POHTANT AS .oUSINESS USERS OF Hi\lJI OS l3UT

I HAVE A CONSIDERABLE INVEsn1ENT IN 1'10D£LS, TINE J\ND MONEY AS

;)O£S NY FELLah FLYEHS NATI ONlJI DE AND THE HuBoY INDUSTlW AND

]{/C NANUFACTUREHS.



NPRJ.'1-PH 92-235

I AH A HETIHED FEDEl{r'lL CIVIL SEHVICE El1PLOYEE (35 YEARS). I

WILT :W FIRST IHJDEL AIRPL;INE IN 1936, ANO dAVE 1'IWGRESSEJ) TO

tmERE I AU AT TODAY, A CERTIFIED FLIGHT I NSTIWCT OR. ALL bE-

CAUSE OF NY LOVE FOR AVIATION ( 1'10DELS AND FULL SUE;) AIHCRi\FT).

I JEHIV1': GHEAT ENJOY1'IENT IN tiUILDING AND FLYING 1~/C AI RCH.AFT • AT

l'HESENT I MJ SECL{ETAHY FOR OUR LOCJ\L H/C CLUB, I FLY COJ:lPETITIONS

LOCAL AND REGIONALLY. I HAVE INVESTEV IN FIVE RADIOS AND THEIR

EQUIPHENT AND HAVE TWELVE NODELS IN VARIOUS STAGES OF CON-

S'L EueTION AND FLYABILITY. IS THE nOBBY E.;(PENSIVE?? YES!!! IS

THE HOBBY ENJOYA,,,LE?? YOUR DAHK ToanN !!! LlEYOND :VlliASURE!!!

IN CLOSING ALL I ASK IS: DON'T ALLOH THE FCC II CHANCJ~ TO CLOSE

OUT A PART OF OUR HERITAGE.

THANK YOU AND SINCEHELY:

~J#/?:¥cL:~~z~
HOI'JER D. MICllELSEI

3929 SPAHRC)\-! COURT

l'1OD£STO, CALIFOl{NIA, 95356-0243

(209) 545-0933

ACJ\DH1Y OF l-]O.o1::L AEIWNMJfICS if39594
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Carmichael CA
9 February 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re: PR Docket 92-235 - Prosposed Rules Under Consideration
by the FCC.

Dear Senator Feinstein,

I currently operate Radio Controlled Model airplanes
and boats in the FCC allocated frequency band of 72-76 MHz.
Our frequency control procedures combined with the 20 KHz
frequency spacing allows us to safely share the band with
other mobile dispatch usage(Pagers).

As I understand the proposed changes, transmitters with
3 to 4 times as much power will be authorized with 5 KHz (or
less) of separation from our Radio Control channels. This
would render our equipment inoperable. Upgrading our
equipment to work at the 20 KHz spacing has been costly,
equipment that will work at 5KHz spacing is unavailable to
us.

I do not feel that the FCC is improving the land-mobile
program by sacraficing the existing Radio Control frequency
allotments. Any help that you could provide to assist the
FCC in making equitable use of the land-mobile frequency
band woud be greatly appreciated. The future of the Radio
Control Hobby depends on it.

Sincerely,

Owen S. Black
4920 Cypress Ave.
Carmichael, CA 95608





TACK LOBENBERG
Consulting Traffic Engineer

6224 Dawnridg,e Way
Carmichael, CAc95608
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TACK LOBENBERG
Consulting Traffic Engineer

6224 Dawnridge Way
Carmichael. CA 95608
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. C: v February 4, 1993

The Honorable Mrs Dianne Fiseinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mrs Fiseinstein,

Hi, my name is Christopher L Fenney. I fly radio control
airplanes. This letter is in regards to the new proposal by the
FCC, the PR Docket 92-235 rule change. I work in the motion picture
industry free lance which means that I am not employed all the
time. So, flying models, airplane is a nice and safe hobby in
between jobs. Until now, our radio frequencies operate in the 72 to
76 MHz band. The FCC proposes to insert new frequencies in between
our channels. This makes a possible 10 foot wing span, 30 to 40
pounds airplane a deadly, property destroying, projectile. We RC
pilots spend a lot of time training and learning to fly, we take it
very seriously, so the above statement doesn't happen. But now
these new frequencies will make us lose control. You could say stop
flying I but that would be unfair, especially to the hundred of
thousands of elderly people who like myself have investment
hundreds dollar in this sport. I am not elderly but I see how they
enjoy it. So please h~lp us continue the safe enjoyment of our
pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal for the
72 to 76 MHz band. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

~.FenneY

2759 MCCUlloc~­
Camarillo, CA 93010.



February 8, 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I am very active in a local club whose members build and fly
radio controlled model airplanes. I have been building and
flying airplanes for over forty years and find them to be very
enjoyable. I have a considerable amount of time and money
invested and I wanted to let you know I am very concerned about
something which is threatening my hobby.

There are some proposed rules which are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).
The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will reduce the usable frequencies assigned for radio controlled
model use and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-75 Mhz band, a
frequency spectrum we currently share with private land mobile
dispatch operations. Currently, assigned frequencies for both
dispatch operations and model control are far enough apart that
we do not interfere with ~ach other. The FCC is proposing to
create more land mobile dispatch frequencies by splitting them
into more narrow bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. We
now have 50 usable frequencies for our planes. If the rules are
adopted, we will have only 19 safe frequencies to use.

I am also an advanced class amateur radio operator so I know the
technicalities of what the FCC is proposing. The FCC is
proposing to "sandwich" additional frequencies into the free
space which is currently used to provide the buffer zone and
safety margin which prevents two adjacent radio signals from
interfering with each other. Reducing this safety zone is not an
appropriate way to provide additional frequencies. It is not
safe and will mean that my fellow hobbyists and I cannot enjoy
flying our models.

Some of our model planes have wingspans up to 10 feet and the
planes weigh 30 to 40 pounds. As such, they are capable of
causing substantialisour
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
PR Docket 92-235
February 8 I 1993

Many people might believe that we are not as important as land
mobile radio users but we have a considerable investment in our
planes and rad i 0 equ ipment. Other frequenc ies ~_re avai 1able for
the land mobile radio users to use. The FCC does not have to
ruin a hobby which provides enjoyment to me and thousands of
other hobbyists.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals as proposed in PR
Docket 92-235.

Sincerely,

Richard K. Barber
4508 Silvercrest Way
Antioch, CA 94509
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.,Dear Senator Feinstein;

I am a manufacturing manager and work many
and pressures of the work world, I design,
also a licensed private pilot of full size

r ~o,: 1-.'
hours each week.-To relieve the anxiety
build and fly miniature aircraft. I am
general aviation aircraft.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule changes regarding frequency use now
being considered by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) under PR Docket 92-235.
If this is adopted, frequency use currently reserved for radio controlled aircraft
would be greatly diminished.

ine genera.l tnruse or ene rU.Le cnange WOUl.Q l.H::'t:!L-L LLt:!Y.Ut:!l1CLt:!h UIULt:! CLUht:!Ly UUll'-""::U.

together allowing transmissions to potentially overlap each other. The miniature
aircraft I fly weigh approximately 20-30 pounds and fly at nearly 100 mph. The
sole source of control is the radio link. If interferred with or broken, the
aircraft becomes an unguided projectile.

I do not believe this is a wise move on the part of the FCC although the lobbying
of powerful interest groups is, no doubt, behind this. I have a considerable
investment in this sport and thousands of others like myself help contribute
to the advancement and developement of the aviation industry.

Please help me to continue this most enjoyable pastime and do not allow the FCC
to carry out its proposals under_PR Docket 92-235.

Sincerely,

~~~4
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As a retiree, I enjoy using the radio control
frequenCIes to control models. I can not remember when such
i::i. c: t i v:i, t y " q r" ,:,b b E,~d" m(:::~ b l.t t :i. t l,oJa s; a 1 on lJ t i rnf~ ,:':i.e] 0 an d i t. I"', ,::, s
expanded over the years.

I am very concerned about the above change of rules HhlCh
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Commission. If adopted~ the new rules will greatly reduce
the usability of frequencies currently assigned for modelers
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Furthermore, we modelers often use our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe modeling environment"

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to Improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. Our uses of the radio
frequencies are just as important to the commercial
environment as any other interests. Thousands of people like
myself contribute to the advancment anc:l development of a very
commercIal industry"

F' J i;:,~;::l ''';F:' h r;;:!:I. p mE' t D con tin UE~ t h (",! ~::;af E,:" E~I"i.:i o '/11\ E,' 1'1 t 0+ my
pastime by not allowing the above proposals to be carried
uut,.
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art
p.o. box 6 sonora, ca 95370

209-532-3802

JANUARY 31, 1993

THE HONORABLE DIANNE FEINSTEIN
UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D C 20510

REF: PR DOCKET 92-235

I AM WRITING TO YOU TO HELp OPPOSE THE PROPOSED RULE
MAKING BY THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (FCC)
tNPRM-PR DOCKET 92-235) WHICH, IF IMPLEMENTED, WILL HAVE A
PROFOUND EFFECT ON MODEL RADIO CONTROL USE

I AM RETIRED AND DERIVE MANY HOURS OF PLEASURE FROM
BUILDING AND OPERATING RADIO CONTROLLED MODELS I AM
ACTIVE IN OUR LOCAL CLUB

I OWN SEVEN PIECES OF RADIO EQUIPMENT THAT WOULD BE
UNUSABLE IF THIS FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT IS ADOPTED MY HOBBY
SHOP BUSINESS INVOLVES 95% RADIO CONTROL SALES

THE MODELS I BUILD WEIGH AS MUCH AS TEN POUNDS AND OPERATE
AT SIXTY M P.H

OUR CLUB OPERATES AT A PUBLIC PARK SINCE THE PROPOSED NEW
FREQUENCIES ARE SO CLOSE, INTERFERENCE WILL OCCUR AND
RENDER MOST MODEL FREQUENCIES UNUSABLE



The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Subject: FCC NPRM Pr Docket 92-235

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Let me begin by congratulating you on your recent election. Here's
hoping things will change for the better in Washington. I am writing
to request your assistance in the rejection of the subject proposal
presently before the F.C.C. for adoption.

Dudny the last five :rean: we in th!? Radio Control Model hobby were
required to replace all our equipment because the F.C.C. decreased our
frequency spacing from 20 Khz to 10 Khz. The equipment replacement was
very expensive and now they would all be obsoleted by this docket
changing the spacing to 2.5 Khz.,

Most of us have been interested in Radio Controlled M:x1els for over
thirty years and we spend much of our leisure time trying to help the
younger generation to learn what a great hobby-sport this is.
Certainly this wonderful pastime offers young people a great
alternative to drugs, for this reason alone it is worthwhile.

This proposal, if adopted,would preclude the safe operation of model
aircraft and make the operators subject to litigation for accidents
caused by radio interference. The models I fly are large, fast ,and
expensive, therefore I take evJry precaution to operate them safely.
There is no precaution I could take to prevent an accident caused by
radio interference by another radio broadcasting perbaps miles away on
a frequency only 2.5 Khz. away from my radio.

It is for the reasons I have stated that the proposals in FCC. NPRM PR
Docket 92-235 to add frequencies between model and commercial
frequencies not be adopted.

Sincerely
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Michael T. Peck
1300 26th Avenue, Apartment 203
San Francisco, CA 94122

January 30, 1993

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

.- - F\ ': 7: \2

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember. I am a very active flyer of radio control
airplanes and spend a great deal of my free time pursuing this hobby. I have invested over $1000 in radio
controls and aircraft. I feel my ability to fly my airplanes is in jeopardy due to proposed rule changes
currently under consideration.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents
and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the
other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radiQ control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many our safety precautions involve careful
coordination and use of radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will greatly
diminish.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40
pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build, but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference cause the operator to lose control of the
aircraft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I don think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may think we are not as important as business users of radios,
but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development
of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals
for the 72 - 76 Mhz band.

Sincerely,~//- .--/' ,__ ~
/' ",/ "~ . ~ "7

~ /'~'- -" ../"~-:--
~-~:--~.:...-~- . /'-- ~.



Mark W. Cowan
1766 Mandan Place
Fremont, CA 94539
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

I have recently learned ofa proposal by the FCC (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235) to allocate a
number of additional frequencies for land mobile radio use. As I enjoy the hobby of building and
flying radio controlled airplanes, and am active in a local club, I am particularly concerned by this
proposal, which will insert many new channels in the 72 - 76 MHz frequency range, which has
been previously allocated by the FCC for use by my hobby.

Though there are many aspects of this proposed change that would affect our hobby and the over
1 million participants in the U.S., I believe that the most serious effect would be one of diminished
safety. Even the smaller planes weigh 5-10 pounds, and are flown at speeds in excess of 50 MPH.
If control is lost they are capable of causing very serious property damage, and worse, bodily
injury. It is a tribute to the safety standards and training oflocal clubs like mine, and our national
association, the Academy ofModel Aeronautics, that serious accidents are now rare. However, I
fear that this could change dramaticallt if the new FCC rules were to go into effect.

In 1991, the FCC required that our radio systems operate with a 10kHz bandwidth. The
proposed new channels would be spaced only 2.5 kHz apart from our existing channels, which
would interfere with our current radio systems. The interference from a mobile radio may only be
temporary at a given site, but it only takes a split second to lose control of a fast-flying model, and
the results are potentially disastrous.

The FCC proposal is a response to pressure from the land mobile communications industry to
seek more channels for their use, and thus more profit. It is not only unfair, but in this case
unwise, to accommodate this industry at the expense of a hobby that is both rewarding and
educational, and enjoyed by people of all types and all ages. I ask that you help us continue the
safe enjoyment of our hobby by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal for changes in the
72 - 76 MHz band. Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Mark W. Cowan
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I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned"for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
lIsersat the expen~e of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

WALTER L BURKE
3258 ECHEVY CHASE DR
GLENDALE CA 91206-1415



The Honorable Diane Feinstein
367 Dirksen Building
Washington D.C.

Dear Senator Feinstein:

January 29, 1993
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I have been modeling radio controlled aircraft for
approximately 22 years. I shared this hobby with my father
and am now sharing it with my own son. I am very active in
local as well as national and international clubs. This is
a great way to get kids off drugs, away from gangs an~ give
them a sice of self-worth and accomplishment. I am very con­
cerned about proposed rules currently under consideration by
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding
is FR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules would greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz
band. This band is primarily used for private land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies
in this band are far enough apart from the land mobile freq­
uencies that we have been able to share the band without ~~th

er use interfereng with the other.
Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies

by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause inter­
ference to radio control operations. I am told that of the
50 frequencies presently available for radio control of madel
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules
are adopted. I have approximately 10,000 dollars invested in
radio equipment that would be rendered unusable if this freq­
uency assignment is adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we
go to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usuable freq­
uencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and reduce the margin of
safety which we have worked so hard for.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing
spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point,
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury,
or even death if radio interference.causes the operator to lose
control of the model. We often fly our models at organized
events and contests where literally hundreds of operators part­
icipate. We need the use of our full complement of radio freq-


